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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today is January 25th, 


2002. The time is 2:23 p.m. This is 


Battalion Chief Dennis 


Kenahan of the Safety 


Battalion of the Fire Department of the City 


of New York. I'm conducting an interview 


with Firefighter Mike Macko from Ladder 8 in 


the quarters of Ladder 


8. 


Q. Mike, just tell the events as you 


recall them from September 11th. 


A. On the morning of 
was a few minutes before 9. 


the radio in my yard, and I 


September llth, it 


I was listening to 


heard a report of a 


plane hitting the Trade Center, or sketchy 


reports of a plane hitting 


the Trade Center. 


I went to the fro 


nt of my house, where 


you could see the towers from my neighborhood, 


and I saw a large fire in the north tower. I'm 


pretty sure it was the north tower. 


I called my mom, told her to pick up my 


kid. I figured it was going to be a real large 


job. I was going to go down and maybe help out 


in the street or something, 


knew the guys were going to 


do what I could. I 


need help down there. 


I jumped on my motorcycle, stopped at 
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the local firehouse, which is Ladder 130. The 
officer there said they did have a recall. I got 


on my bike and raced off to Manhattan. I went 


through the Midtown Tunnel, made it to the 


firehouse in a relatively quick period of time. 


q 


They had police lanes set up and everything 


through the tunnel. A lot of emergency equipment 


headed down to southern Manhattan. 


I got to the firehouse. The firehous 


was empty. I jumped into my gear. I went 


outside on Varick Street. An ambulance that was 
going down south on Varick Street stopped. I 


jumped in that. They made their way down what I 


think was Barclay Street. That's about as far as 


the ambulance took me. 


He stopped. I got out. It was pretty 


much like a war zone at that point. I hadn't 


even known that the other tower had gotten hit at 


that point. I saw a few rigs. Not too many 
people around. I tried to look for some tools. 
I had my gear on. I didn't have a mask. I was 


actually looking for a mask. 
QO. At this point the first tower was 


already down? 
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A. No, nothing was down at this point. 


I made my way onto West Street, still 
looking for a flashlight, a radio, some equipment 
that I could use to maybe try and search or help 
out. I end up going south on West Street. I ran 


into a couple guys, one guy from Squad 18 anda 


detail that I've seen from the previous night. 


We were making our way down West 


Street. We got just about south of the north 
overpass, about 50 feet past that, when the first 


collapse occurred. I looked up. I was awed 


by -- I thought it exploded at the top. 


E tt t int t t i 
verybody I guess a ha oint started running, 


and I luckily ran north where I came from to try 


to run out from under this -- which happened to 
be a collapse, realized I couldn't. I was going 
to stay under the overpass. 


I realized I couldn't get out from 


under the collapse. I dove under an ESU truck 


that was facing north on the west side of West 


Street. I dove under that and waited for the 
building to come down. 


When the building did come down, I 


actually thought I was trapped, and the truck was 
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blown off me, pushed off me, I guess. It was not 
there. At that point I was just really shocked 


and didn't know what was going on at that point. 


I didn't know -- I was really, really shocked. 


I ended up hooking up with a guy from 


18 Engine or Squad 18. Scott, I think his name 


was. We made our way across West Street to the 


World Financial Center and broke through a lobby 


window in there and made our way out the other 
side of the lobby. 


At that point I encountered some I 


guess emergency personnel that were trying to 


help, you know, guys that were coming out of the 


collapse at that point. I sort of assessed 


myself and found that I didn't have any real 


physical danage, 


What seemed to be a few minutes later, 


the other tower had collapsed. At that point I 


made my way along the water. I was more toward 


the water at that point. I ran across some guys 
from my company. We gathered up and to figure 
out who was missing and tried to get a hold of 


who was missing. 
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I ended up coming back to the 
firehouse. I found out one of our lieutenants 
was unaccounted for. We made our way back -- I 
made my way back down towards what is now called 
ground zero and worked down there with what 


seemed like maybe 100, 150 members and chiefs, 


trying to do what we could to help out the 
situation. 

I worked down there until about 1:30, 
2:00. I was pretty exhausted. It was a real hot 
day. I did some work on a line, gathered some 
equipment for Chief Pfeifer, got him a mask and 
stuff, got some rigs running, got a pumper 
running. All the rigs were shut off. I moved 


one or two rigs into position, got them pumping 


some water. A lot of fires burning. 


That was about it. About 2:00 I was 


pretty exhausted. I made my way up to 
Stuyvesant. That was about it for my 
participation in the fiasco or whatever it was. 


QO. Thank you, Mike? 


CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 2:29, 


and this concludes the interview. 


